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Year 12 A Level Summer Assignment 

 

Task: to produce a detailed still-life drawing of at least 5 different related 

objects. 

 

Step 1: Undertake some brief research into the 15
th
 century “vanitas” genre of still-life 

painting. This is only to provide context to your own work; there is no need to make a 

written presentation of this. 

Step 2: Carefully select at least 5 contemporary objects that a 21
st
 century painter of vanitas 

still-lives might choose. 

Step 3: Arrange the objects on a flat surface in front of you. Try several different 

arrangements of the same objects before you settle on the composition that you intend to 

draw. Perhaps photograph your arrangements to help you decide. Try to have a distinct and 

bright light source so that the objects are described by light and dark and cast heavy shadows 

across one another and the surface they are placed upon. 

Step 4: on an A3 piece of drawing paper make a detailed tonal drawing of composition you 

have settled on. The drawing should be as realistic as you can possibly make it; pay close 

attention to the shape, form and proportion of the individual objects and their size and scale 

in relation to one another. Use sharp contrast (a soft drawing pencil will be needed for this) 

to describe the objects’ form, the space around them and pictorial depth (the illusion of 

distance from the front to the back of the arrangement in front of you). Carefully consider the 

edges of the paper before you start drawing. 

 

THIS PIECE OF WORK IS VERY IMPORTANT. CONVENTIONAL DRAWING SKILLS NOW 

FORM AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE A LEVEL SYLLABUS. THERE IS NO TIME LIMIT; THE 

DRAWING WILL AS LONG AS IT TAKES TO MEET THE OBJECTIVES OF THE TASK. 

 


